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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to the following communications: Non-provisional 
application filed December 12, 2003. 

2. Claims 1-11 are pending in the case. Claims 1 and 8 are independent. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 8, 10, and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Houvener et al. (6,070,141 ). 

Regarding claim 8, Houvener et al. disclose an authentication system, 
comprising: 

a plurality of articles (col. 1 1 lines 45-48) for authentication carried 
by a right person and used to certify the right person; and 

an authentication apparatus (point of identification terminal 1 and 
database server 16) for performing a authentication process, wherein 

said each article for authentication holds different authentication 
information (the account number of col. 5 line 45 and the user 
identification number of col. 1 0 lines 28-31 ), 

said authentication apparatus includes a personal authentication 
unit (16) for receiving the plurality of authentication information held by 
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said plurality of articles for authentication and certifying the personal 
himself using the received plurality of authentication information (col. 10 
lines 56-62). 

Regarding claim 10, Houvener et al. further disclose that one of said articles for 
authentication includes an authentication key generating unit (col. 10 lines 29-33) for 
receiving said authentication information held by that article for authentication from the 
other articles for authentication, and generating an authentication key (the user 
identification number of col. 10 lines 28-31 ) for the personal authentication based upon 
the received authentication information and the authentication information held by that 
article for authentication in advance, 

said personal authentication unit of said authentication apparatus 
receives said authentication key from said article for authentication that 
has generated said authentication key, and certifies the right person using 
said authentication key (col. 10 lines 56-62). 
Regarding claim 1 1 , Houvener et al. further disclose that said article for 
authentication generates a decoding key (the PIN of col. 10 lines 28-31) for decoding an 
encoded information using said authentication key (135), 

said personal authentication unit performs a decoding process 
using said decoding key (130) 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 1-7 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Houvener et al. (6,070,141 ) in view of Forslund (6,250,597). 

Regarding claims 1 and 9, Houvener et al. disclose an authentication apparatus 
for performing a personal authentication process, comprising: 

an authentication information receiving unit (1) for receiving an 
authentication information (col. 1 1 lines 57-58 and col. 1 1 lines 65-66) 
held by each of a plurality of articles (col. 1 1 lines 45-48) for authentication 
from each of the plurality of articles for authentication carried by a right 
person; and 

a personal authentication unit (16) for performing the personal 
authentication process using the plurality of authentication information 
received by said authentication information receiving unit. 
However, Houvener et al. fail to explicitly disclose that at least one of the articles 
for authentication communicates with the authentication information receiving unit by 
radio. Forslund et al. teach articles for authentication (smart card 25) that 
communicates with an authentication information receiving unit (mobile phone 14) by 
radio (radio link 13). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to modify the articles of authentication and authentication 
information receiving unit of Houvener et al. to include the radio communication 
capability of Forslund et al. in order to allow authentication without physical contact 
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between the articles of authentication and authentication information receiving unit (col. 
4 lines 63-65). 

Regarding claim 2, Houvener et al. disclose the authentication apparatus further 
comprising an authentication information holding unit (19) for previously holding weight 
coefficients (215 and col. 1 1 lines 38-39) showing weights of the authentication 
information in response to each of the plurality of authentication information (250), said 
personal authentication unit acquires the weight coefficient corresponding to the 
received authentication information from said authentication information holding unit 
(245), and certifies the right person when a sum of the acquired weight coefficients is 
greater than a predetermined reference value (col. 7 lines 11-14). 

Regarding claim 3, Houvener et al. further disclose that said personal 
authentication unit decides differently said reference value according to an object of the 
personal authentication (col. 7 lines 20-24). 

Regarding claim 4, Houvener et al. further disclose that said personal 
authentication unit certifies the right person when the value of the received 
authentication information is more than the predetermined reference number (col. 7 
lines 1 1 -1 4 and col. 8 lines 49-51 ). 

Regarding claim 5, Houvener et al. further disclose that said personal 
authentication unit decides said reference number according to an object of the 
personal authentication (col. 7 lines 20-24). 
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Regarding claim 6, Houvener et al. further disclose that one of the plurality of 
articles for authentication holds an identification information identifying the right person 
as said authentication information (col. 9. lines 36-39). 

Regarding claim 7, Houvener et al. further disclose that the plurality of articles for 
authentication includes a main article (col. 9 lines 62-64) and a plurality of assistant 
articles (col. 9 lines 62-64), said plurality of assistant articles holds the same 
authentication information, said personal authentication unit certifies the right person 
when receiving said authentication information from said main article and said 
authentication information from any one of said assistant articles (col. 9 lines 62-64). 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: Nakajima et al. (2002/0108062) and Fujii (6,832,721). 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jamie Kucab whose telephone number is 571-270- 
3025. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:00am-5:30pm EST, 
alt Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lynda Jasmin can be reached on 571-270-3033. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Examiner 
Art Unit 3609 



VndajAJsmin 
supervisory patent examiner 




